MINUTES OF THE SELMA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY, AUGUST 14, 2000

The Selma City Council met in a regular session in the Council Chambers of City
Hall on Monday, August 14, 2000 at 10:00 o’clock with the following members present:
President Carl C. Morgan, Jr. and Council members Glenn Sexton, Rita S. Franklin, Jean
T. Martin, Nancy G. Sewell, Mark V. West, Benny L. Tucker, Bennie Ruth Crenshaw,
and Yusuf Abdus-Salaam. Others present were Mayor Joe T. Smitherman, City Attorney
P. Henry Pitts, City Clerk Jacqueline T. Smith, and City Treasurer Jimmie S. Abbott.
Councilman Benny L. Tucker gave the invocation.

After roll call, President Morgan declared a quorum present and the meeting was
opened for the transaction of business as set forth on the agenda.

President Morgan asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes
of the July 24, 2000 Council meeting. There being no additions or corrections to the
minutes, on motion made by Councilwoman Franklin and seconded by Councilman
Sexton, the minutes were approved as recorded. President Morgan asked if there were
any additions or corrections to the minutes of the reconvened Council meeting held on
July 28, 2000. There being no additions or corrections to the minutes, on motion made
by Councilwoman Franklin and seconded by Councilwoman Martin the minutes were
approved as recorded.

L MAYOR’S REPORT

A. Replacement of Cooling Tower at Public Safety Building. Mayor
Smitherman informed the Council that the cooling tower at the Public Safety Building
malfunctioned and the building has been without air conditioning for the past two weeks.
The City Clerk placed the unit out for bid and the lowest bid was $21,500 and submitted
by Dallas Heat and Air. The Mayor instructed the Clerk to award the low bid so the unit
could be ordered and replaced immediately. Mayor Smitherman asked the Council to
declare an emergency due to public health and safety and amend the general fund
$21,500 to purchase the cooling tower. A motion was made by Councilman Sexton and
seconded by Councilwoman Crenshaw to declare an emergency and amend the general
fund budget $21,500 to purchase the cooling tower for the Public Safety Building. The
motion was passed by a unanimous consent of the Council.

B. Sales Tax Report. Mayor Smitherman presented the Council with a
copy of the eleventh month sales tax report, which shows the City has collected $213,692
or a 2.1 percent increase year-to-date. The figures for the month shows a decrease of
$70,1663, and Mayor Smitherman explained that the Revenue Department reporting

dates are still inconsistent.

C. Property Tax Report. Mayor Smitherman presented the Council with an
advalorem Tax Report through June 28, 2000, which shows the total amount to be
collected for the 1999-2000 tax year as $2,861,711.10.
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D. Municipal Election Update. Mayor Smitherman make a proposal to the
Council that authorized him to employ crossing guards and police officers at the different
polls on Election Day, August 22" The Mayor stated that in the extremely heavy
congested area, a police officer would be stationed in the area and in mildly congested
areas a school crossing guard would be stationed in the area. A motion was made by
Councilman Salaam to adopt a resolution authorizing Mayor Smitherman to provide
adequate law enforcement security at the polling places on August 22, 2000. The motion
was seconded by Councilman Tucker and passed with a majority vote of the Council.
There were eight affirmative votes and one negative vote. Councilwoman Crenshaw cast

the negative vote.

E. Election Legal Fees. Mayor Smitherman informed the Council that City
Attorney Henry Pitts has worked countless hours with the Election Managers, the City
Clerk and other officials trying to work out different details relative to the August 22M
municipal election. Attorney Pitts has submitted a statement of legal fees totaling $4,100
and Mayor Smitherman recommend the Council approve payment of the fees as outlined.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by Councilwoman Franklin
authorizing payment of $4,100 in legal fees submitted by Attorney Pitts. There was a
unanimous vote of the Council. Attorney Salaam asked that the record reflect that no
funds were paid by the City of Selma on his behalf relative to any legal action concerning
the municipal election.

Councilwoman Crenshaw later asked that her vote on the motion be amended to a
negative vote. The motion passed with a majority vote of the Council. There were eight
affirmative votes and one negative vote.

II. CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT

A. Rezoning Petition — Plant Street. Attorney Pitts stated that he is in
receipt of a rezoning petition filed on behalf of Mr. Willie J. Rhodes to have property
located on Mechanic Street near Plant Street rezoned from R50A to M1. Attorney Pitts
stated that Mr. Rhodes would like to open a small auto repair shop and there are no
objections from the neighbors. The Planning Commission has approved the petition.
Attorney Pitts explained that he did not see the necessity of rezoning to an Ml for a
repair shop, but a B2 zone would be appropriate. President Morgan asked the Council to
consider the recommendation of the City Attorney and if Mr. Rhodes had any objections
he could appeal to the Council. A motion was made by Councilwoman Martin and
seconded by Councilwoman Franklin to approve the rezoning petition as presented. The
motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council members present. Council members
Salaam and Sewell were absent from the meeting.

B. Alison Bender vs City of Selma. Attorney Pitts stated that he is in

receipt of a claim filed on behalf of Ms. Alison Bender for alleged damage done to her
vehicle when she hit a pothole on Water Avenue. Attorney Pitts stated that Mr. Tommy
Smith, Public Works Director investigated the claim and the City had no notice of the
pothole. Mr. Smith stated that drivers were leaving the road and hitting a drop-off
between the pavement and shoulder. Attorney Pitts stated that both Mr. Smith and
himself were recommending that the claim be denied. A motion was made by
Councilwoman Franklin and seconded by Councilman Sexton to deny the claim of Alison
Bender. The motion passed with a majority vote of the Council. There were eight
affirmative votes and one negative vote. Councilwoman Crenshaw cast the negative

vote.
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C. Tax Elimination List. Attorney Pitts presented an Elimination List for
the 1999-2000 tax year. Attorney Pitts explained that 80% to 90% of the businesses on
the elimination list are either gone out of business or bond issue exemptions. A motion
was made by Councilwoman Franklin to adopt a resolution authorizing the elimination of
$63,669.69 from the tax digest. Councilwoman Martin seconded the motion and it
passed with a unanimous vote of the Council.

III. MR. FLOYD HARRIS — ALA RETIRED STATE EMPLOYEES ASSOC.

Mr. Floyd Harris, Vice President of the Dallas County Association of Retired
State Employees, which represents 126 retired employees and spouses, stated he was
present before the Council to request that a cost of living increase for the retired
employees and spouses from the City of Selma be considered during budget hearings.
Retirement officials has stated that this increase would cost the City approximately
$54,100. President Morgan stated that the Council would carefully examine the financial
status of the City during budgetary meetings and give every consideration to this request.

Councilwoman Crenshaw asked the Council to go on record committing to do
what it takes to include the cost of living increase in the next fiscal budget. A motion
was made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by Councilman Tucker committing
to include funding for the retired employees a cost of living increase. The motion passed
with a majority vote of the Council. There were eight affirmative votes and one
abstention. President Morgan abstained on the vote.

IV. RENAMING OF FRANKLIN STREET

President Morgan stated that he is in receipt of a petition signed by 49 residents in
the Franklin Street area requesting that Franklin Street be renamed E. L. Doyle Blvd. and
a petition signed by 72 residents who live on Franklin Street requesting that the name of
Franklin Street not be changed. President Morgan stated that this matter would be tabled
until a later date since the individual who presented the petition was no longer present at

the meeting.

V. SUSAN KEITH - MARKET DAY

Mrs. Susan Keith stated that she was present before the Council as a
representative of Market Day, which will be held on October 14, 2000. Ms. Keith stated
that a committee has been formed and is in agreement that Market Day needs some
enhancements such as more entertainment, more advertising, and more vendors. Ms.
Keith requested the Council provide financial assistance that will be needed to enhance
Market Day. Councilwoman Sewell asked that the Council go on record committing to
provide financial assistance to help with the Market Day enhancements.  President
Morgan asked Ms. Keith to provide the Council with a projected budget to show
anticipated revenues and expenditures prior to the next Council meeting.
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VI. STANLEY JORDAN — CONCORDIA COLLEGE

Mr. Stanley Jordan stated that he was present before the Council to ask
permission for Concordia College to host the 3" Annual 5K Run and Walk on October 7,
2000 beginning at 8:00 a.m. Mr. Jordan stated that he would work out the traffic details
with the Selma Police Department. On motion made by Councilwoman Sewell and
seconded by Councilwoman Crenshaw the Council voted unanimously to grant the
request for the Concordia College SK Run and Walk.

VII. CEDRIC MCCORKLE — ENTERPRISE FOUNDATION

Mr. Cedric McCorkle of Enterprise Foundation stated that he was present before
the Council to announce a partnership with AmeriCorp to launch an initiative in Selma to
employ three part-time students for a twelve-month period after which they would
receive $4,800 towards their college education. Mr. McCorkle stated that the students
participating in the program would be selected by a Selection Committee and would have
to meet certain criteria. The total amount of the AmeriCorp partnership grant is $140,000
and requires a $7,000 or five percent match from the City of Selma. A motion was made
by Councilwoman Sewell and seconded by Councilman Salaam to include the $7,000
match for this grant in the 2000-2001 fiscal budget. The motion passed with a unanimous
vote of the Council.

VIII. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT

A. Purchase of Stop Sticks for Police Department. Councilman Sexton stated
that the Selma Police Department has purchased eight stop sticks as authorized at the last

Council meeting. Councilman Sexton stated that the total invoice is $3,515 and asked
each Council member to indicate the amount they would contribute from his or her
discretionary fund. Council members Franklin, Morgan, and Sexton contributed $500
each and the balance is to be paid from the General Fund.

PUBLIC WORKS AND GENERAL SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT

The Public Works/ General Services Committee Report was informational only.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

There was no report from the Community Development Committee.
RECREATION COMMITTEE REPORT
The Recreation Committee report was informational only.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT

A. On-Site Absentee Expenses. Councilwoman Franklin reminded the
Council and the City Clerk that all expenses associated with the On-Site Absentee
Balloting that will be held on Saturday, August 19, 2000 are reimbursable by the State of
Alabama.
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IX. OTHER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

A. Mr. Al Sumpter — Industry Propesal. Councilman Salaam invited the
Council to participate and businessman Mr. Al Sumpter unveils his oil diaper proposal on
Wednesday, August 17, 2000. Mr. Sumpter is coordinating his plans for a business to be
located in Selma with the Rural Development Corporation and investors are welcomed.

B. Sacred Partners. Councilman Salaam invited the Council to the Performing
Arts Center on Friday at 6:00 p.m. when officials from Sacred Partners will be on hand to
make a commitment to coming to Selma to help locate and preserve its sacred places.

There being no further business to come before the Council, on motion made and
duly seconded, the Council voted by a unanimous consent to recess at 11:20 a.m. until
Wednesday, August 23, 2000 at 10:00 to canvas unicipal election results.
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